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KOT A KINABALU: There 
were colourful batik paintings, 
ethnic handicraft on display 
and exhibits of Sa bah's newest 
travel destinations on the first 
day of Tourism Day 20 18 held 
at Universiti Malaysia Sabah 
(UMS) here. 
The scene at the Univer-
sity's Faculty of Business, Eco-
nomics and Accountan<;y 
(FPEP) was abuzz with crowds 
who were greeted with tra-
ditional songs at launching of 
, the programme on Tuesday, 
which was officiated by Sabah 
Tourism Board (STB) Senior 
Manager, Julinus Jimit. 
"This is a wonderful plat-
form for new and upcoming 
tourism players to showcase 
exciting travel destinations 
and services and boost col-
laboration with the Sabah 
Tourism Board in promoting 
Tourism 2018," said Dr 
Tini Head of 
pro-
Shafie presenting the scroll to one of the graduates at UMS yesterday. 
• I 
Traditionaly ethnic, a student adorned in ethnic dress at the 
Tourism Day 2018 event on Tuesday. 
The programme is the sec-
ond of its kind organised by 
the Tourism Club (TRUMS 
HP 08), according to Dr Tini, 
since it was first launched by 
former Assistant Tourism, 
Culture and Environment, 
UMS students and former 
alumni who were part of the 
organisation to make. a pos-
itive difference the tourism 
industry. 
t"n.,n",. with Shavez ( 2nd from left) at the 
at FPEP, UMS. 
Among the exhibitors at 
this year's Tourism 2018, 
oWildlife Sukau River Home-
stay, Chanteek Borneo 
Gallery and even Hutan,the 
Tourism Day include a series 
of talks by Julinus on rural 
tourism, as well as I StopBor-
. neoWildlife Founder, Shavez 
Datuk Pang Yuk 
Additionally, Dr 
expressed her 
were des-
tination at "pnnne,rna Islands, 
organisa-
. based in the Kin- Cheema and programme di-
who a 
the strong 
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Mount Kinabalu, highlights of 
KOTA KINABALU: Graduating 
Universiti Malaysia Sabah (UMS) 
students are urged to utilise all the 
experiences they have garnered 
while at UMS to their advantage. 
Chief Minister Datuk Seri 
Panglima Shafie Apdal said that 
this was because they would 
now have to compete with other 
graduates from throughout the 
country and abroad in search 
of job opportunities to support 
themselves and their family. 
Shafie who is also UMS pro-
chancellor, also urged them to 
abstain from blaming others for 
the difficulties in getting jobs. 
"You must be positive and 
proactive in creating spaces 
and opportunities for.yourself. 
Become a job creator and not 
merely a job seeker," he urged 
during the UMS 20th Convocation 
Ceremony yesterday. 
I 
In his speech, Shafie also spoke 
of the new Sabah government 
under his leadership. 
He explained ofthe endeavour to 
bring back Sabah's excellence and 
stressed that this is translated in 
the Budget 2019 tabled recently 
on Nov 9. 
He said that the focus of 
the budget is to raise Sabah's 
economic growth, that is balanced 
with efforts to raise the people's 
welfare. 
He said that several practical 
and redressal actions have and 
will be taken including the setting 
up of new ministeries such as 
the Education and Innovation 
Ministry, Health arid People's 
Welfare Ministry arid Law and 
Native Affairs MinistrY. 
He added that in the context of 
the people's education, human 
capital is a prized asset, not 
just for Sabah but throughout 
Malaysia. 
Developed countries such 
as Japan, China, Korea and 
Singapore had been successful 
in building their human capital 
who are experts in various fields 
while possessing high self-values 
and ethics, he. said. 
Shafie said that the ·2019 
Sabah Budget. also focused on 
the development of the human 
capital. 
. "The State government is 
committed to invest.in human 
capital who are competent, 
innovative, balanced and 
harmonised in the aspects of 
intellect, physical and spiritual 
based on faith and adherence to 
God," he said. 
To realise this aim, the Sabah 
Government has allocated 
RM238.37 million, he said. 
Nature Tourism. 
Additionally, co-founder 
and Director of Sticky Rice 
Travel & Jessica Yew 
also delivered 
tion on the 
in Sabah. 
"Our determination in the 
agenda of building the human 
capital is proven with the setting 
up ofthe Education and Innovation 
Ministry," he said. 
He also said that the 
government had also raised 
the allocation for scholarships, 
bursary and students' assistance 
in the State. 
"The allocation, which has been 
placed under the ministry, has 
been raised by RM15 million to 
RM52 million in 2019 as compared 
to only RM37 million in 2018," he 
said. 
He said that the government 
hoped the increased 
allocation would enable more 
Sabahan children to pursue 
their students and training 
at higher levels within and 
outside the country, including at 
UMS. 
